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Fostering Regional Efforts for Heritage in Crisis: Capacity Building Workshop on the Fight against Illicit Trafficking of Ukrainian Cultural Property
    Chișinău, Moldova 1 – 3 April 2025
	     Hotel Courtyard by Marriott Chisinau	
* All times indicated in the programme are in Eastern European Time (EET/EEST, UTC+3) 
	                                                        1 April
	Day 1 

	
	9:00 – 09:30
	Registration and log-in of participants
	30’
	

	
	09:30 – 10:30
	Welcoming remarks
	60’
	
Krista Pikkat (online)
Director of Culture and Emergencies, UNESCO
Liliana Nicolaescu-Onofrei
Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Culture, Education, Research, Youth, Sport and Media
Sergiu Prodan
 Minister of Culture, Moldova 
Mykola Tochytsky
Minister of Culture and Strategic Communications of Ukraine


	
	Session 1: International legal and operational frameworks for the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property

	
	10:30 – 11:00
	UNESCO 1970 Convention and its implementation in emergency situations
	30’
	Zichao Yan
Associate Programme Specialist UNESCO 1970 Secretariat

	
	11:00 – 11:30
	UNIDROIT 1995 Convention for the protection and restitution of cultural property 
	30’
	Marina Schneider (online)
 Senior Legal Officer and Treaty Depositary 
UNIDROIT 

	
	Coffee Break 

	
	11:45 – 12:15 
	INTERPOL’s operations and practical tools in the fight against illicit trafficking 
	30’
	Tiziano Coiro (online)
Coordinator of the Works of Art Unit
INTERPOL

	
	12:15 – 12:45  
	EU legislative framework against illicit trafficking in cultural goods 
	30’
	Elena Maidou (online)
European Commission
DG TAXUD "Taxation & Customs Union"

	
	Lunch break

	
	14:45 – 15:15 
	Optimization of Intersectoral cooperation for border control of cultural property
	30
	Orfeas Sotiriou, 
Senior Assistant
Law Enforcement Sector
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX)

	
	15:15 – 15:45 
	The dynamics and patterns of cultural property trafficking: Trends and responses
	30’
	Murat Yildiz (online)
Trafficking in Cultural Property
  Lead 
Border Management Branch
UNODC

	
	Coffee break

	
	16:00 – 16:30  
	
Innovation and technology with artificial intelligence to explore the web in search of stolen works of art – the Stolen Works of Art Detection System (S.W.O.A.D.S.) project

	30’
	Maj. Salvatore Rapicavoli (online)
Head of Data Processing Unit
Arma dei Carabinieri
Carabinieri Command for the Protection of Cultural Heritage


	
	16:30 – 16:45
	Q&A

	
	17:00 - 18:00
	Departure to “Castel Mimi”

	
	18:00 – 21:00 
	Guided tour followed by a reception offered by the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Moldova Sergiu Prodan

	
	21:00 - 22:00
	Departure to the Marriott Hotel


	                                                         2 April
	                                         Day 2

	
	Session 1: International legal and operational frameworks for the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property (Continuation)

	
	10:00 – 10:30 
	Nicosia Convention on offences relating to cultural property  
	30’
	Oscar Alarcón-Jiménez (online)
Secretary, Convention on Offences relating to Cultural Property 
Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law
Council of Europe 

	
	Session 2: Assessing the situation and challenges in the fight against illicit trafficking of Ukrainian cultural property

	
	10:30 – 11:00
	Taking stock of the impact of conflict and most urgent needs against looting and illicit trafficking of cultural property
	30’
	Chiara Dezzi Bardeschi
Head of UNESCO Antenna in Ukraine
Darya Levchenko 
National Officer for Culture
UNESCO Antenna in Ukraine

	
	Coffee break

	
	11:15 – 11:35
	Museums against illicit trafficking of cultural heritage: case study of the National Museum of History of Ukraine
	20’
	Oksana Lifantii 
 Leading Researcher of the Department of Scientific Research
Treasury of the National Museum of History of Ukraine 

	
	11:35 – 11:55
	Investigation of looting and illicit trafficking of cultural heritage in Ukraine
	20’
	Yevheniia Motorevska
Head of war crimes investigation unit at the Kyiv Independent 


	
	11:55 – 12:15
	Research and Documentation of Looted Museum Collections
	20’
	Valentina Efimova
Researcher, analyst and documenter at NGO "HeMo: Ukrainian Heritage Monitoring Lab”

	
	Lunch break 

	
	14:30 – 15:15
	The trafficking routes and patterns of Ukrainian cultural heritage and legal aspects 
	45’
	            Yurii Ushatyi
Prosecutor
Office of the Prosecutor General
      Oleksandr Pakholiuk 
                Prosecutor
Office of the Prosecutor General

	
	15:15 – 16:00
	Assessing the legal framework for combatting trafficking and return and restitution of cultural property in Ukraine
	45’
	Oleksii Lomonosov
Leading Expert
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine
Viacheslav Avramenko
Leading Expert
Ministry of Justice of Ukraine

	
	Coffee break

	
	16:15 – 17:00
	Law enforcement in Ukraine for the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property 
	45’
	Tetiana Koliesnikova 
Chief State Inspector 
State Customs Service of Ukraine.

	
	17:00 – 17:30
	Reflections and Q&A
	30’
	Facilitated by Zichao Yan, Associate Programme Specialist, UNESCO 1970 Convention and Darya Levchenko, National Officer for Culture, UNESCO Antenna in Ukraine



	3 April
	Day 3

	
	Session 3: Advancing regional efforts for the fight against illicit trafficking of Ukrainian cultural property 

	
	9:30 – 10:00
	Case Studies (Arrests) from Greece

	30’
	Orfeas Sotiriou, 
Senior Assistant
Law Enforcement Sector
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX)

	
	10:00 – 11:15
	Understanding regional situation and challenges for the fight against illicit trafficking of Ukrainian cultural property (Part I – Operational Aspect)

	75’
	Presentation by participatory countries facilitated by Orfeas Sotiriou, 
European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX), Law Enforcement Sector

	
	Coffee break

	
	11:30 – 12:45
	Continuation:  Understanding regional situation and challenges for the fight against illicit trafficking of Ukrainian cultural property (Part II – Legal Aspect)

	75’
	Presentation by participatory countries facilitated by Darya Levchenko 
National Officer for Culture
UNESCO Kyiv Antenna

	
	Lunch break

	
	Session 4: Defining next step priorities and closing session

	
	14:30 – 15:30
	Group discussion for the development of a list of priority actions to enhance regional efforts in the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property 
	105’
	Facilitated by Zichao Yan, Associate Programme Specialist, UNESCO

	
	Coffee break

	
	15:45 – 16:30
	Group discussion for the development of a list of priority actions to enhance regional efforts in the fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property (Continuation)
	
	Facilitated by Zichao Yan, Associate Programme Specialist, UNESCO

	
	16:30 – 16:45
	Closing remarks and conclusion of the workshop
	15’
	UNESCO
Ministry of Culture of Moldova 

	
	17:00 – 20:00
	Departure and guided tour to the Tourist Complex "Cricova", Underground Winery of Moldova inscribed on the Indicative List of World Heritage

	
	20:00
	Departure to the Marriott Hotel

	
	End of the workshop
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